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Dr. Wong Heung Wah will give a theoretical reflection on the popular terms: 
globalization, cultural imperialism, cultural proximity, glocalization, 
creolization, resistance, and hybridization that are widely used in the study of 
cross-cultural migration of popular cultural goods. Following the critical 
examination of all these terms, Dr. Wong will suggest that the globalization 
of Japanese popular culture to a certain society should be understood as a 
historical event that brings together a series of factors that dialectically 
mediate with each other to produce a result that cannot be glossed neither as 
homogenization nor creolization. Dr. Wong will also try to criticize another 
popular concept of so-called ‘soft power,’ arguing that the concept of soft 
power is basically an illusion and cannot be useful in helping us understand 
the effect of the spread of Japanese popular culture to Chinese societies of 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Mainland China. 

 
Language: English, 
Moderator: Tomiyuki Uesugi 

 

 

Dr. Wong Heung Wah is an Associate Professor in the School of Modern Languages 
and Cultures and the Program Director of the Global Creative Industries Program, the 
University of Hong Kong. His research interests include anthropology of business, 
globalization of Japanese popular culture, Western social thought, and comparative 
study of Japan and China. Accordingly Dr. Wong has authored and co-authored a 
wide range of books such as Japanese Bosses and Chinese Workers (1999, 2014), 
Dismantling the East-West Dichotomy (2009), Japanese Adult Videos in Taiwan 
(2014), Revisiting Colonial and Post-Colonial (2015), Politics and Aesthetics of 
Creativity: City, Culture and Space in East Asia (2015) and others. 
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